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Fifth Annual URBANA event:

Provocative video art + a Rick Mercer ‘feature’ add up to great way to help support decent housing

(Ottawa, ON) The bad news is that homelessness in Ottawa continues. The good news is that URBANA has again risen to the challenge to do its part to help provide decent housing to those who need it most.

Now in its fifth year, URBANA – an annual fundraising party that supports groups which work to ensure that people find – and keep – decent, affordable housing in Ottawa – will be held Thursday, April 16, 2009. This year, attendees will be treated to a cocktail evening of provocative video art constructed around the theme of supportive and decent housing. The event, organized by Dharma Developments, will raise money for Options Bytown, an organization that has been providing supportive housing in Ottawa’s downtown core for 20 years.

“As a home builder in Ottawa, we feel a tremendous responsibility to build community strength that starts with decent housing,” said Akash Sinha, president of Dharma Developments and co-founder of the URBANA event. “The support of our guests who attend URBANA each year is what continues to inspire us to create, collaborate and showcase Ottawa’s talented arts community.”

The evening includes urban rhythms, hors d’oeuvres, live visual art and, for the first time, a Rick Mercer feature. It will be held in one of Ottawa’s newest and trendiest urban spaces: Saint Brigid’s Centre for the Arts and Humanities in the Market. Raffle prizes include Ottawa Senators tickets, dinner for 10 at the residence of the Dutch ambassador, with a tutored wine tasting by Groovy Grapes, and a trip for two courtesy of WestJet with resort accommodations provided by Uniglobe Premier Travel, is also featured.

Event Details:

Thursday, April 16th, 2009

6 to 9 p.m.

Saint Brigid’s Centre for the Arts and Humanities

314 St. Patrick Street, Ottawa

Tickets: $85 available online at www.DharmaDevelopments.com

About Options Bytown

Options Bytown is a non-profit organization that provides supportive housing services in Ottawa, combining affordable housing with on-site counselling and training for people who need help to live independently. The organization helps people who face social isolation and other complex challenges – individuals who may have very low incomes, a history of homelessness or special needs that may relate to mental illness, HIV/AIDS or substance use.

Options Bytown operates two apartment complexes that house approximately 120 tenants: one in the Byward Market and the other in Centretown. The group also operates a number of resource centres in Ottawa Community Housing complexes where a variety of support services are offered including prevention of eviction, crisis intervention, referrals to various community resources, social and recreational activities, computer training, health and nutrition counseling.

About URBANA

Now in its fifth year, URBANA is an annual event that raises funds to help people find and keep decent, affordable housing. Founders of the event, Akash and Katy Sinha, who co-own Dharma Developments, believe it is important to give back to the community. Making a contribution to improve the community by supporting organizations that contribute to creating decent, affordable housing for those in need is where the couple agreed to focus. To date, URBANA has raised over $50,000 to this worthy end. 

The couple gets its inspiration from the many organizations that work tirelessly and without accolades to improve the quality of life of those less fortunate. Organizations that have benefited from URBANA in previous years include The Alex Munter Foundation, Habitat for Humanity, the Ottawa Youth Services Bureau, Cornerstone Housing, Raising the Roof and now, Options Bytown.

For more information about the event, visit www.dharmadevelopments.com or go to Facebook’s link at http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=51657523069
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Additional information can be obtained by contacting:

Akash Sinha, Dharma Developments, 613.482.2800

Lorraine Bentley, Options Bytown, 613.241.6363, ext. 223, or

Ann Smith, Options Bytown, 613.241.6363, ext. 222

