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For Immediate Release

April 28, 2009

Fifth annual URBANA event raises $17,500 to help provide decent housing in Ottawa

(Ottawa, ON) Ottawa residents showed their strong support for decent, affordable housing in their city by attending the fifth annual URBANA on April 16. The funds raised at this year’s event – an impressive $17,500 - will be donated to Options Bytown, a local organization that works tirelessly to provide decent housing and related support services to those in need.

To date, URBANA’s founders, Dharma Developments owners Akash and Katy Sinha, have raised nearly $70,000 for organizations that work to end homelessness. 
“Each year, I am struck by the growing support of our guests who attend URBANA,” said Akash Sinha. “I am inspired by the work of staff and volunteers from the charitable organizations that URBANA sponsors – this year, Options Bytown. And I am thankful to our sponsors: the individuals and businesses that help us continue to host this event year after year. It takes all of us working together to build communities where people can find and keep decent, affordable housing.”
“At Options Bytown, we believe people have a better chance to succeed when they have a roof over their heads plus the support systems that offer the assistance they need,” said Lorraine Bentley, executive director of Options Bytown. “We are deeply grateful to the community and to Dharma Developments for their strong show of support and their commitment to provide decent housing to those who need it most.”

URBANA always has a strong focus on arts and culture and this year was no different. Housed in one of Ottawa’s trendiest urban spaces: Saint Brigid’s Centre for the Arts and Humanities in the Market – the event this year spotlighted live visual art constructed around the theme of supportive and decent housing, presented by a group of some of the city’s best local artists including Ryan Stec, Ben Welland and Tony Fouhse. A video endorsement by Canadian satirist Rick Mercer was also featured.
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For more information contact:

Akash Sinha, Dharma Developments, 613.482.2800

Lorraine Bentley, Options Bytown, 613.241.6363, ext. 223
